EMBASSY OF THE KINGDOM OF TONGA
Speech of H. E. Dr. T. Suka Mangisi
On the Occasion of the Presentation of the Donation of
| NPO Tonga Japan Community
By Mr. Latu Villiami SINALI, President of NPO Tonga Japan Community
and
the Presentation of 1000 Paper Cranes and Video Message by
Mr. KANEKO Masakazu, Mayor of Oura Town
Oura Town, Wednesday, 20" April 2022

His Worship Mr. Kaneko Masakazu, Mayor of Oura Town

Mr. Latu Viliami Sinali, President of the NPO Tonga Japan Friendship
Association

Distinguished Guests, Members of the Press,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Malo e lelei and Konnichiwa.

It is always a wonderful opportunity to escape Tokyo and retreat to the peaceful
and tranquil surroundings of Japan. The beautiful town of Oura is just wonderful
in this regard. And | have come today with 2 of my colleagues who also were
wanting to experience this. Thank you for the kind words and welcoming me back
to your town.

Itis again my distinct honour to be meeting with you all again and on this occasion,
to mark the heartfelt donation from very generous and committed supporters of
the Kingdom of Tonga, to assist in what | call, Tonga’s “5Rs”, namely in Tonga’s 1)
recovery, 2) replenishment, and 3) rebuilding, with 4) resilience, and 5) respect,
from the devastation of the 15" January volcanic eruption and ensuing tsunami
—the first for Tonga in recent memory, and a date forever etched in our minds.

Oura Town is one of Tonga’s best friends who responded to lend a hand to
support Tonga immediately after the disaster by donating 1 million yen to the
Embassy through NPO. | am deeply grateful for Oura Town’s effort to set up
donation boxes throughout town for fundraising and to develop “Keke” Tongan
donut, together with the NPO and arranging part of the sales to be donated to
Tonga. As it is said "A true friend is discerned during an uncertain matter”,
people-to-people connections, created at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and
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Paralympics Host Town, clearly shows a strong "KIZUNA" between Tonga and
Oura Town. | look forward to strengthening our culture, sports as well as
business relationship.

Tonga is still in its immediate recovery phase since the devastation caused by the
volcanic eruption and tsunami, ensuring clean drinking water, food security, and
shelter is available, despite also the extra challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic
having to lockdown the country. A 3-year recovery plan has been established for
short to medium - term recovery from 2022 - 2025 focusing on disaster resilient
infrastructure and standards to build-back-better.

Mayor Kaneko, let me wholeheartedly and sincerely, on behalf of the Government
and the People of the Kingdom of Tonga, thank all the people of Oura Town who
have donated to our relief efforts through your fundraising initiative, as well as to
you Mayor Kaneko, and your dedicated and committed staff, for supporting the
ongoing humanitarian efforts in Tonga.

I also must recognize the untiring and committed effort of the NPO which has
really stepped up and was tested, and passed, through its efforts in galvanizing
support from the public in Japan as well. The NPO’s work is a testament to an
important partnership between the Embassy and the NPO towards strengthening
Tonga — Japan bilateral relations at all levels. It is an honour to be working with
the NPO in all respects. Mr. Latu, please convey also on behalf of the Government
and the People of the Kingdom of Tonga to all those that supported us through
the NPO, our heartfelt gratitude.

Let me conclude by saying that all the love shown has and will certainly continue
to contribute towards returning Tonga better to its paradise in the South Pacific.
We look forward to welcoming you Mayor Kaneko and the wonderful people of
Oura-machi and all supporters of the NPO, to our island Heaven on Earth in time,
to further celebrate your kindness and support for our people and country.
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