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Nature Upgrading Urban Infrastructure

The natural environment is a major feature of Ora,
including the lowland forests scattered across the
rural districts, and Tataranuma Park which is visited
by swans.

Preservation of farmland and forestland has become
an issue due to the spread of urbanization in recent
years.

In addition, as the society faces serious population
decline, the longstanding urban  planning
assumptions of growth and expansion must be
fundamentally changed.

As infrastructure is upgraded in the areas designated
for urbanization, the town will also implement land
use regulations and inducements aimed at
enhancing the quality of life and attractiveness of our
communities.

In urbanization control areas, while working to
preserve and utilize the natural environment, the
town will encourage community identity and
pleasant living environments in existing settlements,
and provide urban infrastructure designed for low
maintenance.

Toward the goal of enabling all residents to travel
easily, we will build efficient traffic networks,
including functional road improvements, traffic
safety measures, and more convenient public transit.
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Living environment

As the needs of our residents continue to
diversify, the  enhancement of living
environments requires measures in a number of
areas including fire protection, emergency
response, crime prevention and disaster
mitigation, as well as consumer support and the
delivery of advisory services.

Since the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake,
there is wider recognition of the importance of
physical and social measures for preventing and
mitigating  disasters, including  stronger
earthquake resistance for buildings and other
structures, making parks and other areas more
functional as evacuation sites, and regular
evacuation drills based on disaster scenarios.
Enabling residents to live with peace of mind also
requires advanced and expanded systems for fire
protection, emergency response, and rescue, in
order to increase survival rates. It is also necessary
to establish crime prevention systems based on
cooperation among residents, businesses and
public agencies.

Environmental quality is another area requiring
attention, including appropriate, ongoing steps
to prevent air and water pollution and control
noise, vibration and odors.
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Health and Welfare

As the Ora population continues to age with a declining
birthrate, it will be essential to expand programs for
insurance, medical care, health promotion, and various
social welfare services, and to increase public awareness
of the social insurance system.

For insurance, medical care and health promotion, a
comprehensive regional medical and emergency care
system will be required for delivery of integrated
medical services, along with programs to encourage
individual efforts for lifelong health promotion.

The needs for welfare programs include facilitation of
town-wide programs by systemizing services and
adjusting requirements, strengthening of regional
collaboration and public awareness of programs,
expansion and integration of eldercare, comprehensive
measures to enable persons with disabilities to function
comfortably in the local society and live independently,
childcare assistance based on family and community
cooperation, and support to assure the independence
and stability of single-parent households.

Regarding the social insurance networks, in addition to
assuring the smooth operation of the national health
insurance, latter-stage elderly healthcare, and nursing
care insurance systems, the town will work to make
everyone fully aware of the systems and will offer
consultations to persons in need.
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Education and Culture

We will ensure that high-quality schooling is
available in Ora, to support the sound
development of successive generations of
children.

We will work with local communities to maintain
attractive schools that provide students with
solid academic capabilities, motivation to learn,
and a well-rounded spirit.

To make continuing education available to all
residents who aspire for it, the town will
guarantee the right to education and provide a
variety of study opportunities as well as sites for
social sport, so as to support more fulfilling life.
In the cultural sphere, appropriate steps will be
taken to preserve cultural assets by supporting
our residents’ artistic and cultural activities.
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While economic activity in Ora has remained centered
on agriculture the creation of industrial parks from, the
1960s ledto rapid development of manufacturing, but
with the decrease of active farmers, the prolonged
downtumn of the national economy, and changing
industrial structures, our local economy is now in poor
condition.

Economic revitalization will require reactivation of
both the core industry of agriculture and
manufacturing industries, as well as expansion of
commerce.

For agriculture, in addition to promoting local
production for local consumption, integration of
processing and distribution into primary production
operations  (sixth-sector industrialization), and the
securing and training of successors, it is necessary to
enhance the farming infrastructure and shore up
farming communities so as to build comfortable and
fruitful rural environments.

For manufacturing, the town will investigate the
building of new industrial parks with a view to
attracting enterprises, and work together with
businesses and business organizations toward skill
development and recruitment of successors.

To promote commerce and tourism, the town will seek
synergies through collaboration with local businesses.
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Regional activity

The town of Ora is establishing Administrative
Districts as units for community activity, and they
will play a major role in supporting resident
self-governance and assuring smooth operation
of public services.

There has been a decline in community spirit and
solidarity in recent years, as family structures and
personal value systems have diversified.

To support healthy community development, a
variety of activities will be facilitated through the
Administrative Districts, including the creation
and publicizing of neighborhood events.
Toward the goal of fully recognizing the dignity
of all persons, the town will foster a social
environment that is comfortable for the growing
number of foreign residents, promote gender
equality, and create local systems for protecting
and nurturing our youth.

Community development will be facilitated on
the basis of the townspeople and the
government remaining aware of their respective
roles and duties, and working together.
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